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The English Section

2011 Egyﬂgtay Revolution in” Tahrir Square ’_

¢ Tahrir Square was the focal point of the 2011 Egyptian Revolution against former president Hosni
Mubarak. Over 50,000 protesters first occupied the square on 25 January, during which the area's wireless
U services were reported to be impaired In the following days Tahrir Square continued to be the primary

J destination for protests in Cairo. On 29 January Egyptian fighter aircraft flew low over the people

i gathered in the square. On 30 January, the seventh day of the protests, BBC and other correspondents

¢ reported that the number of demonstrators had grown to at least 100,000, and on 31 January Al Jazeera
correspondents reported that the demonstrations had grown to at least 250,000 people. On 1 February, Al
{ Jazeera reported that more than 1 million protesters peacefully gathered in the square and adjacent streets.
» However, such media reports that so many people congregated in Cairo’s largest public square are

) believed to be exaggerated for political purposes and, accordingly to Stratfor analysis the real number of

¢ gathered protester never exceed 300,000 people

¢t People congregated in Tahrir Square on 9 February 2011

The square became established as a focal point and a symbol for the ongoing Egyptian democracy

{ demonstrations. On 2 February violence erupted between the pro-Mubarak and pro-democracy

J demonstrators here, followed by the 3 February 'Friday of Departure' demonstration, one of the named

b "day of" events centered in the square. Within a week, due to international media coverage, the image and

¢ nam of Tahrir Square became known worldwide. A Facebook page called "Tahrir Square™ ol >3l was

¢ maintained by a rotating staff of twenty during the uprising, particularly to offset the lack of and/or

U distorted coverage of events and responses in the state-run media outlets. The 18-day revolt centered in the

¢ square provided the Egyptian Armed Forces an opportunity to remove Mubarak from power on Friday 11

) February 2011, when the president officially stepped down from office. The announcement that Mubarak

t had passed all authority to the Council of the Armed Forces, was made by longtime intelligence chief and

» new vice president Omar Suleiman.™® Tahrir Square erupted in a night-long celebration after the
twilight announcement, with shouts such as "Lift your head up high, you're Egyptian,” "Everyone who

U loves Egypt, come and rebuild Egypt,” and others. The next day Egyptian Cairen women and men came to

) clean up the square, "they came and cleaned up after their revolution," relaying 'projectiles' in the

f cobblestone paving and removing eighteen day's worth of trash and graffiti. , Tahrir Square, with

¢ 'democracy anniversary' celebrations and visits from foreign dignitaries, continues to be a symbol of the

2011 Egyptian Revolution. British Prime Minister David Cameron, Catherine Ashton, the High

! Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of the European Union, Hillary Clinton, Secretary

| of State of the United States, John Kerry, Chairman of the American Senate Committee on Foreign

N Relations, Kevin Rudd Foreign Minister of Australia, and American actor Sean Penn visited Tahrir Square

¢ after the 2011 Egyptian Revolution.
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